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Mullagh,
 Miltown Malbay,
22 March 1886
Dear Sir,
It is now a month since I appealed to you on behalf of the starving people on the coast here to push on the Seafield Pier works and save these people from the pangs of hunger – Nothing has been done since to relieve them – the works are still suspended – more than £1600 is available to give employment and for some reason best known to yourself and your board, you neither make Moloney go on with the work nor go on with it yourselves. I see by a letter from the Treasury to Mr  Jordan M.P. that you were about to take the work from the contractor until “he received some local assistance & support and showed his ability to complete the work satisfactorily” I presume the above quotation was inspired by the Board of Works – How has the contractor shown his ability to complete the works? Is it by his masterly inactivity – a worthy ????? of your board ???. What local assistance and support did he receive? Or what has resulted from it? If Mr. Kelly and the other Gentleman who interested himself for Moloney are disposed to give practical assistance I shall be delighted but it is sad to think that the Board of Works would at their instance allow the Seafield pier works to continue suspended and the people in the neighbourhood to starve, while £1600 could be expended in useful employment.

I presume it is useless to expect that the board of works will do anything. I shall wait for a day or two before I appeal to the charitable public on behalf of those poor people who have been for the past three months hoping that employment would be given them, and that they would be saved the indignity of becoming recipients of charity.

I remain faithfully yours

P Glynn

This letter is marked “No reply called for” 23/3/86 RM (possibly R Manning)

Donal De Barra

December 2008
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